
The Future of 
Our Keene 



Background of this project - What we did?  
After an inspiring visit from the environmental task force 
who taught us about the importance of protecting and 
improving our city, every eighth-grade student at Keene 
Middle School took their ideas back to science class and 
worked on Environmnetal focused on sustainable land 
use, waste management, sustainable energy use, and 
eco-friendly transportation. 

From these projects, a dedicated group of students 
formed a team, meeting multiple times to review every 
proposal, brainstorm solutions, and create a well-
researched plan for a better, more sustainable 
community. Now, after carefully organizing all the ideas, 
we have put together an amazing presentation that 
showcases our vision for a greener, safer, and more 
efficient city.



Our Group in ACTION!



1 Transportation



What are some current challenges we 
noticed and discussed?

The city of Keene has some challenges that, 
while difficult, could be overcome, such as:
● Reliance on  gas car s
● A lack of awareness on  public 

t r anspor tat ion  
● Few Electr ic chargers
● Too dependant  on  highway
● Lim ited/ dangerous bike lanes

These obstacles for  Keene m ay be m any, but  
given  the proper  t r eatm ent , they can  be 
resolved perm anently

What  we learned the city is doing 
cur ren t ly: 

Keene is t rying their  best  to fix these 
issues this involves 
● Consisten t ly fixing and im proving roads
● Having newslet ter s wr it ten  in  the Sent inel  

about  public t r anspor t  to help people access it
● The City Express lets people t r avel for  cheap.



Some ideas that we think can help and make the work more effective

Environmental  
● Im prove E.V. infr astructure

○ Build m ore EV charger s
By im proving E.V. infrast ructure, it  
will prom ote electr ic vehicles, which 
are sign ificant ly bet ter  for  the 
environm ent  than  gas car s.
● Build/ im prove sidewalk

Building or  im proving sidewalks will 
prom ote walking, which will decrease 
the am ount  of car s on  the road.  As 
t r anspor tat ion  m akes up 4 7%  of 
Keene’s carbon em issions, it  would be 
environm entally wise to prom ote 
“non- m otor ized t r anspor tat ion .”

Econom ical
● Public Transpor tat ion

○ Buses
○ Shut t les 
○ Trolley system

These could provide cit izens with a  
m eans to get  around while also 
generat ing incom e for  Keene. These 
system s have seen  success in  cit ies 
com parable to Keene. 
● Bike Shar ing System

Bikeshar ing has seen  success in  
sm all cit ies; it  a lso will have a good 
chance to turn  a profit .

Safe 
● Create m ore dedicated  

and safe bike lanes
Creating m ore and safer  bike lanes 
prom otes m ore usage of them , which 
m akes it  a  bet ter  a lternat ive for  cit izens
● Rail Trail and other  

t r ails  ar e cleaned and 
put  together  

Tam ing these paths will help cit izens be 
m ore prone to using them , and preven ting 
them  from  being hur t  by tr ipping on  a  
fallen  branch or  other  obstacles

● More light  posts
Adding lights can  be a great  way to 
make people feel safer  when walking 
at  n ight ; it  could also lower  the cr ime 
rate 



Some questions that we are pondering about or still  have about 
this topic.

● Has there alr eady been  conver sat ion  about  these topics?

● What  is the budget  for  t r anspor tat ion?

● What  can  cit izens do to suppor t  the effor t  for  bet ter  
t r anspor tat ion?

● How m uch does a bus/ bus system  cost? 



2 Waste Disposal System



What are some current challenges 
we not iced and discussed ?
● Lit ter ing and people not  

car ing
● Large landfills
● Use of too m uch energy
● Wast  all over  the city
● No incen t ive 
● Lacking awareness 
● Mass product ion  of non  

decom posable m ater ials 
● Over  using single use plast ics 

What  we learned that  City is doing 
cur ren t ly 
The city of keene is  cur ren t ly doing curbside t r ash 
pick up and recycling pickup. The problem  with this 
is  the curbside t r ash gets m essy and pollutes t r ash 
all over  the city.  So instead of the curbside t r ash, we 
want  to have our  garbage t rucks com e to people’s 
houses and get  the t r ash instead of throwing it  on  
the side of the road and get t ing t r ash everywhere. 

Other examples of what our city is doing:
● Trash pickup
● Curbside collection
● Dumps and landfills 
● Using and creating plastic alternatives 
● Composting 
● Recycling bins
● Categorizing disposal bins
● Trash cans in main areas



Some ideas that we think can help and make the work more effective

Environm ental  
● Robot  t rash cans that  a 

powered by solar  panels. 
● Reuse t rash and waste 

products.
● Turning the waste in to 

energy
● Produce more eco fr iendly 

plast ic. Lack of awareness
● Attract  at ten t ion  to safer  

waste disposal 

● Reduce ant i decomposing 
mater ials 

● Having easily accessible and 
catogor ized waste bins

● Donat ing extra, unused food 
to an imals or  to shelter s

Econom ical 
● More trash cans in  the city.
● Make recycling m ore accessible.
● Earn  m oney from  throwing 

away cer tain  trash.
● People working to keep the 

trash off the grounds
● Reim burse cit izens if possible 

● Create new job oppor tun it ies 

● Less plast ic use in  businesses 
● Creating an  oppor tun ity for  

teens to work for  a  clean  up 
crew and possibly get t ing paid 
for  it . 

● Com m unity /  school com posting

Safe 
● Electr ic dump t rucks.
● Make the t rash in to fun  ar t .
● Show videos/ tutor ials on  

how to throw away the r ight  
t rash

● Keeping trash out  of 
landfills  

● Make sure water  sources 
stay clean

● Having educat ion  on  what  
happens with our  t r ash

● Using and creat ing m ore 
plast ic alternat ives



Some questions that we are pondering about, or still  have about this topic..

● How can  we use m ore solar  energy in  keene?
● What is the city' s cur ren t  plan  on  waste disposal?
● How can  we get  the com m unity m ore aware\ willing to help?
● What are problem s that  con t inue to increase?
● What does the future hold if we do or  don ' t  change our  waste disposal 

m ethods?
● Do we have any facts on  the percen tages of waste ending up in  the wrong 

place or  how m uch excessive waste we have?



3 Sustainable Land Use 



What are some current challenges 
we not iced and discussed ?
● Not enough public parking
● Lit t le to no areas for  safe child 

play
● Industr ial places in  

r esiden t ial ar eas
● Hom elessness
● Not efficien t  use of land- we 

should build UP and not  out .
● Som e buildings not  accessible  

What  we learned that  City is 
doing cur ren t ly 
● Parks
● Trails
● Gardens /  Green  houses
● More housing 
● Making access to roads to 

build connect ivity



Some ideas that we think can help and make the work more effective

Environm ental  
● Replen ishing /  

fixing up 
buildings for  
hom eless people

● More quality 
parks /  m ake 
them  bet ter

● Maintain  land 
bet ter  possibly 
having cleanup 
crews 

Econom ical 
● Adding diver se 

types of housing 
● More public 

bathroom s
● Replace 

unnecessary/ chai
n  businesses ( fast  
food)  with useful 
local businesses 

● Offer ing paying 
cleanup jobs for  
teens

Safe 
● Adding r am ps for  

bikes, 
wheelchair s, 
scooter s, etc

● Use of guardrails 
where elder ly 
and children  
walk



Some questions that we are pondering about, or still  have about this topic..

● Is there a  way to adver t ise/ encourage local businesses?
● How can  we preserve wildlife, land and habitats?
● Can we encourage or  find a way to have backyard space and m ore 

gardens?
● How can  we m ake downtown m ore accessible with parking - because all 

the space is pret ty occupied? 



4 Sustainable Energy Use

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BpxQ9xKdZ2LwwHQYPS-qz1w-5LhvZe-oRqgOsfPPsPQ/edit?usp=sharing


What are some current challenges 
we not iced and discussed ?

● High oil pr ices
● Mostly Non- Renewable 

sources
● Cit izens not  fully in form ed or  

aware of r enewable vs non  
r enewable sources.

What  we learned that  City is 
doing cur ren t ly 

● We are using 4 8 %  Natural 
Gas, but  we produce 57%  
Nuclear  Energy.*

● We use m ore  of a  var iety of 
energy then  we produce.*

● Over  half of what  we produce 
and use are non- renewable 
sources.*

*In New  Hampshire



Some ideas that we think can help and make the work more effective. Here’s a document 
we’ve hyper linked to give m ore inform ation  on  these solut ions,  
h t tps:/ / docs.google.com / docum ent

Environm ental 
Solar  Pain t  

1. This is  an  ingenious idea,  
due to the fact  the solar  pain t  
is  por table, can  be applied 
mult iple t imes, and you 
won’t  have to worry about  it  
weighing 4 0 - 50  pounds 
moving it .       

2. If we apply this to roads, 
sidewalks, e- bikes, and 
elect r ic cars will charge 
without  the concern  of usage 
of elect r icity the city will use 
when cars are charging their  
vehicles. 

Econom ical 

Windm ill investm ents

● The city can  gain  profit  in  3  
years maximum if you buy a 
2 million  dollar  commercial 
windmill.

● An average commercial 
windmill produces 6  million  
Kw, which costs 2- 4  million  
dollar s. Per  year  a 6  million  
kw makes 720 ,0 0 0  dollar s. 
Therefore, you can  gain  
profit  in  3  years maximum if 
you buy a 2 million  dollar  
commercial windmill.

Safe 

Biolum inescent  
Algae 

● To capitalize on  the amount  of 
elect r icity the downtown area 
produces, if we install 
bioluminescent  algae on  the 
sidewalks, it  will produce light  
without  needing to pay much.

● It  would get  r id of the need for  
st reet lights en t irely and would 
produce enough light  for  
people to see. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BpxQ9xKdZ2LwwHQYPS-qz1w-5LhvZe-oRqgOsfPPsPQ/edit?tab=t.0


Some questions that we are pondering about, or still  have about this topic..

1. What  r enewable energy source do we alr eady use the m ost?
2. What  r eleases the m ost  em issions in  Keene?
3 . How m uch can  we rely on  solar - power?
4 . Why do we use type- 2 energy for  our  m ain  source?
5. Can  we use the Ashuelot  r iver  for  energy product ion?
6 . Does the City of Keene use border ing hills for  any purpose, if so, can  we use 

them  for  energy use?
7. How m uch fossil fuels does Keene annually approxim ately com bust  per  year?
8 . Why don’t  we use r enewable energy for  our  m ain  source, and, how can  we use 

m ore?
9 . Can  we purchase fields separately for  solar  panels? How can  we balance that  

with housing needs?



What questions do you have for us? 



Thank You !
Thank you for  helping us learn  and par t icipate in  this learn ing session
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